BOULDER VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT COURSE OUTLINE
Course Name:  Spanish IA  

Course Code:  

Designated Grade Levels:  6-8th Grade   
Course Duration:  1 Year 
Prerequisite/Recommendation:  Acceptable L.A. proficiency or better  

Teacher:  Bragg
         School:  Louisville Middle
Course Overview

This course is designed to develop competency in listening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish.  The student will learn to list, ask questions, describe, give and follow directions, narrate, and express opinions, within the range of vocabulary and grammar presented.  Competency begins with a non-grammatical word phase, leads to a sentence phase and ultimately to a grammatically correct paragraph phase.  Cultural topics are interwoven on a thematic basis in each unit or lesson.
Course Content

Preliminary Lesson

Vocabulary:  greetings; introductions; leave-taking; numbers (1-100); time; body parts; 

                       class room; dates; asking for help; weather; seasons

Grammar   :  (embedded in vocabulary)
Unit 1

Vocabulary:  activities and expressions for saying what you like and don’t like to do;

                       adjectives & vocabulary to ask and describe someone’s personality

Grammar   :  infinitives; making negative statements; adjectives; definite and 

                       indefinite articles; word order

Unit 2

Vocabulary: classroom items, furniture and parts; prepositions of location

Grammar   : subject pronouns; the present tense of –ar verbs, the verb estar; plurals of 

                      nouns and articles  
Unit 3


Vocabulary:  foods; beverages; adverbs of frequency; expressions to show surprise;


                    expressions to discuss health; expressions to discuss preferences, 

                       agreement, disagreement, and quantity; adjectives to describe food

Grammar   :  present tense of –er and –ir verbs; me gusta(n), me encanta(n); the 

                       plural of adjectives; the verb ser
Unit 4

Vocabulary:  leisure activities; places; expressions to tell where and with whom you 

                       go; expressions to talk about when things are done; feelings; 

                       expressions for extending, accepting, and declining invitations; 

                       expressions to tell when something happens

Grammar   :  the verb ir; interrogative words; ir + a + infinitive; the verb jugar
Projects

Both short and long-term projects focus on increasing language and cultural understanding using a variety of approaches and media.  (Teachers will discuss specific projects in class.)

Learning Materials and Resources

· Text: Realidades (Prentice-Hall, 2008)

· Workbook: Two workbooks.  Both are available on-line, one is provided in hardcopy.

· Practice Workbook (focus on vocabulary flashcards, dual language lists, and grammar charts)

· Guided Practice Activities for Vocabulary and Grammar (focus o vocabulary and grammar exercises)

· Web Site: Web site has on-line workbooks, text book, practice exercises, audio and video recordings and downloadable files, games, self tests and more.  Web Site address: PHSchool.com.  An access code will be provided in class to all students.

· IC: Provides access to student’s grades and general progress.  Go to bvsd.org, click on IC portal and enter your password.  (If you do not have a password, ask at the school office.)

· New.schoolnotes.com: Provides a list of homework assignments on a weekly basis.  Go to Schoolnotes.com, type in your school’s zip code (80307) and click on your teacher’s name.

Expectations

Students are responsible to be prepared for learning each day by being on time, having all materials ready.  Specific policies on grading, homework and additional expectations will be discussed in class.

Grading

	Summative 
	Formative 
	Preparation/Production

	50%
	40%
	10%

	Grades in this category reflect a student’s mastery of course standards as demonstrated through district benchmarks. Grades may be based on assignments such as:
	Grades in this category reflect a student’s progress towards course standards as demonstrated through district benchmarks. These are assessments activities that inform the teacher about the learning progress of a student. Grades may be based on activities such as:
	Grades in this category reflect a student’s effort in completing work on time and regular homework or practice. Grades may be based on activities such as:

	· Chapter exams
	· quizzes
	· workbook/text book activities 

	· projects
	· project check pt. due dates
	· web-based activities

	· dialog presentations
	· rough drafts
	· vocabulary flashcards

	
	· vocabulary/spelling activities
	· grammar practice sheets

	
	· conventions/grammar activities
	· in-class participation


Late Credit: 
· Formative grades reflect a student’s progress towards all course standards and student skills (punctuality, neatness, organization); therefore, formative grades are graded on two scales: progress and punctuality (P&P).  
· If a student turns in an assignment on time, she will receive full credit for punctuality (a ‘10’ in the P&P grade) and a formative grade that corresponds to her knowledge level demonstrated in her answers of the assignment.  
· If a student does not turn in an assignment on the day it is due, an M (for missing) will appear for the formative grade and a ‘0’ in the P&P grade.

· A student has four days to turn in any missing assignment.  If a student turns in a missing assignment within four days from the due date, the student will receive a formative grade that corresponds to her knowledge and level demonstrated in her answers of the assignment minus 5% for each day it is late. The P&P grade will reflect the number of days late subtracted from 10 (i.e. if the student turns in the assignment two days late, the student receives an ‘8’ in the P&P grade.)

· If a student turns in a missing assignment after four days from when it was originally due, the student will receive a formative grade that corresponds to her knowledge and level demonstrated in her answers of the assignment minus  25%  and a P&P grade will reflect the number of days late subtracted from 10.  

· All work must be turned in before the summative assignment (exam/project) is given for the corresponding chapter.  The teacher will not accept work for a chapter after a summative.
Relearn Option: Because learning is the most important aspect of completing assignments, students may be allowed ONE opportunity to relearn any formative assignments to achieve a higher level of proficiency. To take advantage of this opportunity, a student must demonstrate proof of additional preparation by providing ‘corrections’. (How to do ‘corrections’ will be explained in class)  Doing the ‘corrections’ allows the students to have the opportunity to retake the assignment for a higher grade.  A student has four days (from the day they receive it back from the teacher) to take advantage of this relearn opportunity.

Teacher Help: Teacher is available for help sessions before school (8-8:25AM) or after school (3:30-4:00) most days.  Make an appointment before coming in.  You can also email the teacher at becky.bragg@bvsd.org or 720-561-7415.

IMPORTANT: Go to the website: LMSpanish.weebly.com and click on ‘read course description’ to confirm you have read and accepted the classroom policies stated above.  If you do not have web access, please have the student and parent sign a paper that states you have read and accepted the Spanish classroom policies as stated in this document.
